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_LOOKING AT APRIMARY DOCUMENT ‘

Pliny the Elder was born in 23 cz and died in 79 ce while trying to rescue friends during the :
eruption of Mount Vesuvius. He was the son of an equestrian who became a navy and army ‘
commander. He was also an author. His last work, written in 75 ce, was the Naturalis Historiae, an (
encyclopaedia in which he collected much of the knowledge of his time.

1 Read the following extract and answer the questions.
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From Pliny’s Naturalis
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2 a What is a primary document? g Do you think Ancient Rome was a great city? Explain your answer below.

b Explain why the extract from Pliny’s Naturalis Historiae is considered a primary

document.
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